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Children’s Science Center Launches Operation Firefly
Local children are invited to become Citizen Scientists to help track firefly populations in Northern Virginia
NORTHERN VIRGINIA, June 29, 2011 -- The Children’s Science Center announced today the launch of Operation Firefly, a summer program that invites children and families to become Citizen Scientists to help count fireflies throughout Northern Virginia. Firefly populations have been inconsistent in recent years and they may be fast disappearing from the earth due to environmental changes.  The Children’s Science Center, in partnership with the Museum of Science, Boston, and researchers at Tufts University and Fitchburg State College, have teamed up to help observe and track firefly populations in our local area.  Together, we hope to make an impact on vital research needed to learn how to protect fireflies and become good stewards of the environment.

Anyone can participate in Operation Firefly by visiting our Web site (www.TheChildrensScienceCenter.org/firefly)  and registering.  The program will run now through July 31, 2011.  Participants are asked to choose a day of the week to observe fireflies for 10 minutes in the evening, record their observations and upload the information to the Firefly Watch database.  Our Web site also contains information and tips on observing fireflies.  

All of our Citizen Scientists will be invited to the Operation Firefly Finale Party during the second week in August.  At the finale party, participants can see the results from the data collected, hear from scientists, play games, listen to live music, and generally have a fun time.  All of our Citizen Scientists will earn a certificate of participation.
"The goal of Operation Firefly is to provide a seasonal educational program that brings families together and encourages children to learn through hands-on activity, think critically, and play outside," said Nene Spivy, Chair of the Children’s Science Center Board of Directors. "The Children's Science Center is dedicated to sparking children’s interest in science and this program is a great way to foster the natural scientist in all of them."

For more information about Operation Firefly, contact firefly@TheChildrensScienceCenter.org or visit our Web site: www.TheChildrensScienceCenter.org/firefly.
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The Children’s Science Center is an interactive hands-on museum being planned for Northern Virginia. Our mission is to provide an informal learning environment to excite children about science, technology, engineering, and math by making these subjects fun and enabling children to learn through play. The Children's Science Center is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  Learn more: www.TheChildrensScienceCenter.org.
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